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Applicant's Response 

In Applicant's Response dated 08/28/2009, Applicant amended the Specification, 
amended Claims 1, 6, 12, 22 and 32, and argued against all objections and rejections 
previously set forth in the Office Action dated 05/28/2009. 

In light of Applicant's amendments and remarks, the rejections of Claims 1-20 
under 35 U.S.C. §101 are withdrawn. 



Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because there has been no 
indication of which portion has been amended from the original abstract. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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2. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Matsuda: U.S. Patent No. 7,086,005. 

Matsuda expressly teaches: 

Claim 1. A communication system comprising: one or more computer readable 
mediums, comprising: 

determining means operable to determine an attribute of a first communication device 
(figs 4-8; col. 15 lines 20-50: determining a telephone number of a first communication 
device, such as a mobile telephone); 

identifying means operable to identify an avatar by using the attribute, wherein the 
avatar is such that it conveys to a viewer thereof information about a person (figs. 4-8; 
col. 15 lines 20-50: identifying an avatar by which the name of avatar and the telephone 
number are registered); and 

communicating means operable to communicate the avatar in a virtual environment to a 
second communication device (figs. 4-8; col. 15 lines 5-67: communicating the avatar in 
a virtual environment to a second communication device, such as a second mobile 
telephone or a public telephone). 

Claim 2. The communication system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising replacing 
means operable to replace the avatar with another avatar (fig. 1 1 ; col. 16 lines 48-65: 
selecting a different avatar). 
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Claim 3. The communication system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the identifying 
means is operable to identify the avatar by comparing the attribute to a communication 
device identifier that is associated with the avatar (fig. 1 1 ; col. 1 6 lines 48-65: identifying 
the avatar by different telephone number associated with the avatar). 

Claim 4. The communication system as claimed in claim 3, further comprising recording 
means arranged to allow the person to record the communication device identifier (fig. 
1 1 ; col. 16 lines 48-65: storing the telephone numbers associated with the name of 
avatar). 

Claim 5. The communication system as claimed in claim 4, wherein the replacing 
means is further operable to replace the communication device identifier with another 
communication device identifier (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: 
selecting different name and telephone number associated with avatar). 

Claim 6. The communication system as claimed in claim 5, further comprising selecting 
means operable to allow the person to select the avatar from a plurality of other avatars 
associated with the person (figs. 1 1-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: selecting 
a different avatar). 

Claim 7. The communication system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the selecting means 
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is further operable to allow the communication device identifier to be selected from a 
plurality of other communication device identifiers (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 
17 lines 10-60: selecting a different name and telephone number of mobile telephone). 

Claim 8. The communication system as claimed in claim 7, wherein the determining 
means is operable to determine the attribute by processing caller identification data 
associated with the communication device (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 
10-60: determining a different telephone number). 

Claim 9 The communication system as claimed in claim 8, further comprising 
messaging means operable to create a text, an audio and/or a video message that is 
associated with the avatar (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: sending 
a message text). 

Claim 10. The communication system as claimed in claim 9, wherein the avatar and the 
plurality of other avatars depict an activity that involves the person (figs. 1 -1 1 ; col. 8 
lines 20-40). 

Claim 11 The communication system as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
communication device comprises a mobile telephone and the attribute comprises a 
telephone number of the mobile telephone (col. 15 lines 20-50). 
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Claim 12. A communication system comprising: one or more computer readable 
mediums, comprising: 

an environment support means operable to support at least one virtual environment that 
can be accessed by a first person (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: 
selecting a first person in the virtual world); and 

a communicating means operable to communicate an avatar in the virtual environment 
to a mobile telephone handset of the first person subsequent to the first person 
accessing the environment, the avatar being such that it can convey to the first person 
information about a second person (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: 
communicating an avatar in the virtual world to the first person carrying information 
about a second person, such as name). 

Claim 13. The communication system as claimed in claim 12, which the environment 
support means is operable to determine a level of authority associated with the second 
person, and provide the second person with access to the virtual environment if the 
level of authority is deemed appropriate (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 
10-60: providing a level of authority associated with the second person by means of 
accepting or rejecting the access). 

Claim 14. The communication system as claimed in claim 13, wherein the environment 
support means is operable to allow the first person to assign the level of authority (figs. 
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11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60: allowing the first person to set up the 
level of authority). 

Claim 15. The communication system as claimed in claim 14, wherein the environment 
support means is such that it allows the first person to arrange the virtual environment 
such that it has a desired appearance (figs. 11-14). 

Claim 16. The communication system as claimed in claim 15, wherein the environment 
support means is operable to allow the first person and the second person to exchange 
other information via the virtual environment (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 
lines 10-60: sending and receiving messages each other). 

Claim 17. The communication system as claimed in claim 16, wherein the other 
information comprises multi-media content (figs. 11-14; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 
10-60: exchanging information using communication tool, including text, image etc.). 

Claim 18. The communication system as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
communicating means is further operable to allow the second person to control whether 
the avatar conveys the information to the first person (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; 
col. 17 lines 10-60: exchanging information among persons). 

Claim 19. The communication system as claimed in claim 18, wherein the environment 
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support means is operable to allow the first person to access the virtual environment via 
a communication network, the communicating means also being operable to 
communicate the avatar in the virtual environment to the first person via the 
communication network (figs. 11-13; col. 16 lines 48-67; col. 17 lines 10-60). 

Claim 20. The communication system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the information 
conveyed by the avatar to the first person comprises audio and/or video information 
(col. 2 lines 1-10; col. 3 lines 55-65). 

Claims 21-40: 

The subject matter recited in Claims 21-40 corresponds to the subject matter recited in 
Claims 1-20, respectively. Thus Matsuda discloses every limitation of Claims 21-40, as 
indicated in the above rejections for Claims 1-20. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments against the rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 102 with 
respect to Claims 1-40 have been considered, but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Matsuda discloses the term "avatar" differently, and does 
not convey information about people. 
The examiner disagrees. 
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As indicated in the above rejection for Claim 1 , Matsuda discloses the avatars 
representing as animated images/icons of people in a shared virtual space, which is 
same description of the specification of the instant invention on page 2. 

Matsuda also teaches that those avatars do convey personal information, 
such as person's name and phone number (see col. 15 lines 37-49). Furthermore, if 
user's name is not identified, then there is no meaning to communicate each other in 
any community environment. In other words, when a person receives a phone call in 
our real world, for example, he would ask this typical question in the beginning, "Whom 
am I talking to?" 

Applicant argues that Matsuda does not "communicate the avatar in a virtual 
environment to a second communication device." 
The examiner disagrees. 

As indicated in the above rejection for Claim 1, Matsuda discloses repeatedly 
that the communication system is in the virtual environment by using terms of "virtual 
world", "virtual space", "virtual community", "virtual conversation", "virtual creature" and 
"PHS in virtual world." Thus it is evidently clear that an avatar communicates to 
another avatar in a virtual environment by means of Personal Handy-phone 
System (see figs. 4-1 4). Furthermore, applicant admits in remarks on page 1 1 , "If one 
makes a call through an avatar to a real world number, the avatar is not communicated 
to the communication device in the real world" (emphasis added). Thus it is a virtual 
world. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAEHO D. SONG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7524. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on 5712724088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Daeho D Song/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



